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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, research question, research 

objectives, assumptions of the research, significance of the research, definition of 

key terms, and scope of the research. 

A. Background of the Study 

The ability to speak in English has become one of the essential skills that 

students worldwide must have, especially in the context of English as a foreign 

language (EFL) education. Mastery of speaking skills not only improves 

communication between individuals but also plays an important role in opening up 

opportunities for students in an increasingly connected global world. As a much-

needed skill, speaking enables individuals to interact more effectively in social, 

professional and academic situations (Wijayanto, 2024). 

English language teaching in EFL classrooms often focuses on reading, writing, 

and listening skills, while speaking skills are often neglected (Kulsum et al., 2025). 

However, experts agree that speaking ability is a key indicator of language 

proficiency, including conveying opinions, ideas, and information clearly and 

effectively. Therefore, improving students' speaking ability should be a priority in 

English language learning, utilizing various strategies to enhance their mastery 

(Andi et al., 2025). 

Speaking proficiency is an essential component of language learning that allows 

individuals to express their ideas and communicate effectively. This ability is 

crucial for personal and academic success and professional opportunities in the 

globalized world. As the demand for English proficiency increases, it becomes even 

more imperative for EFL students to develop speaking skills that can be used in 

real-world situations. In many educational settings, however, speaking skills 

receive less emphasis than other language skills such as reading and writing, which 

often leads to the underdevelopment of these critical abilities. Understanding how 
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to address these challenges in EFL classrooms is essential for improving students' 

communicative competence. 

Despite its importance, teaching speaking skills in EFL contexts faces many 

challenges. One of the main challenges is students' low motivation to speak in 

English, as they feel a lack of confidence or fear of making mistakes. In addition, 

limited time and opportunities to speak in class are obstacles that teachers often 

face. In many EFL classrooms, learning is still dominated by grammar-based 

instruction and reading exercises, while speaking interactions often do not receive 

enough attention (Aulia et al., 2024). 

Despite the recognized importance of speaking, many EFL classrooms still 

focus primarily on grammar and reading comprehension, which results in limited 

opportunities for students to practice speaking. According to recent studies, many 

students in non-English-speaking countries tend to be reluctant to engage in 

speaking activities due to the fear of making mistakes, especially in public or 

classroom settings. This reluctance is often fueled by societal attitudes prioritizing 

accuracy over fluency, creating a high-stakes environment where students are 

discouraged from speaking in English. Teachers, therefore, face the challenge of 

not only providing more speaking opportunities but also fostering a safe, supportive 

classroom environment where students can practice without the fear of failure or 

judgment. 

Although the importance of speaking skills is widely acknowledged, many EFL 

classrooms still rely heavily on grammar-based instruction and reading 

comprehension. This results in fewer chances for students to practice speaking 

meaningfully. Teachers must therefore take an active role in designing speaking-

focused lessons that provide students with a supportive environment in which they 

can express themselves. A balanced instructional approach that combines 

communicative strategies and student-centred activities is needed to ensure students 

have ample opportunities to practice speaking both individually and in groups. 

Despite being acknowledged that the importance of this speaking skill 

development still requires an effective and relevant approach. Therefore, teachers 

play a very important role in designing effective strategies to improve students' 
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speaking skills in the classroom. Teachers' perspectives on the strategies used in 

teaching speaking will provide valuable insights into what has worked and what 

needs to be improved (Waliyudin & Annisah, 2024). 

Teachers are key factors in the successful teaching of speaking skills. A number 

of studies have shown that the teacher's approach to teaching speaking greatly 

influences the level of success students have in achieving speaking proficiency in 

English. Teachers who understand students' characteristics and the challenges they 

face can design strategies that better suit their needs (Rafidah & Purnomo, 2025). 

Experienced teachers usually combine various techniques to develop students' 

speaking skills. Task-based learning, group interaction, and conversation 

simulations allow students to practice speaking in a more natural and realistic 

context. Other strategies, such as project-based learning, discussion, and 

presentation techniques, are also often used to improve students' speaking skills 

(Monib, 2025). 

On the other hand, teachers also face considerable challenges, especially in EFL 

contexts in non-English-speaking countries. Many teachers feel limited in terms of 

resources and support to develop students' speaking skills effectively (Hasan et al., 

2022). Therefore, understanding teachers' perspectives on the strategies they use is 

crucial to understanding the factors that influence the success of teaching speaking 

in EFL classrooms. 

Various strategies have been proposed to address the challenges of teaching 

speaking skills in EFL classrooms. One often applied strategy is the communicative 

approach, which emphasizes student interaction in the target language. Through this 

approach, teachers provide opportunities for students to interact actively, using 

English in more realistic contexts (Alfarisy, 2021). One example of this strategy is 

role-play, where students are given specific roles to speak and interact according to 

the relevant context. 

In addition to communicative strategies such as task-based learning and role-

play, teachers also adopt various classroom-based techniques that support speaking 

practice, including group discussions, peer feedback, and interactive presentations. 

These approaches aim to create meaningful speaking opportunities that are relevant 
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to students' real-life experiences. While this research primarily focuses on 

classroom strategies, it is worth noting that in some contexts, supplementary tools 

such as language learning applications have also been found helpful in extending 

speaking practice beyond class time (Al-Hassaani et al., 2021). However, their 

implementation often depends on access and contextual factors that may not be 

equally available in all educational settings, particularly in rural schools. 

However, the development of speaking skills often faces various challenges 

from both students and teachers. Therefore, it is important to understand teachers' 

perspectives when designing and implementing effective speaking teaching 

strategies. This research provided deeper insights into how teachers overcome these 

challenges and choose appropriate strategies to improve students' speaking skills in 

EFL classrooms. 

To address the abovementioned challenges, this research aims to understand 

better how English teachers perceive and implement their strategies to develop 

students' speaking proficiency in EFL classrooms. The significance of this research 

lies in the fact that, while speaking is considered the most active and practical skill 

in language use, it still tends to be overshadowed by reading and writing in many 

EFL educational settings (Kulsum et al., 2025). Therefore, this research responds 

to the growing need to refocus on productive skills, especially speaking, by 

exploring teachers' practices and perspectives in the field. 

This research was conducted at MA Atthahiriyah Madurejo Sambung Makmur, 

a senior high school in Banjar, South Kalimantan. The selection of this school was 

not random; instead, it was based on purposive considerations. First, the school 

employs English teachers with more than ten years of teaching experience, which 

aligns with the need for participants who are deeply familiar with the pedagogical 

and practical challenges of teaching speaking in EFL classrooms. 

Focusing on a rural Islamic senior high school, this research also aims to 

contribute to the relatively underexplored area of EFL teaching in non-urban 

contexts. Most prior research has been conducted in urban or high-performing 

schools where students may have more exposure to English through media, 

extracurricular activities, or private courses. This has left a gap in understanding 
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how English is taught and learned in more marginalized or resource-limited 

contexts (Hasan et al., 2022). Moreover, the intersection between rural context and 

religious education, such as in Islamic schools (MA), provides a unique lens to 

understand how contextual factors influence the implementation of speaking 

strategies. 

In addition, this research brings a fresh perspective by combining different 

strategy categories, task-based learning, group interaction, and communicative 

techniques such as role-plays and discussions within the same research framework. 

While previous studies have often examined these strategies separately, this 

research offers a more integrated understanding of how teachers mix and match 

these techniques to maximize learning outcomes. For example, (Wulansari & Uyun, 

2023) highlight the success of project-based and communicative tasks in 

developing both language proficiency and student confidence, which becomes 

especially relevant in schools where learners have limited speaking opportunities. 

This research also emphasizes the importance of teacher agency in navigating 

challenges. Teachers are not just implementers of the curriculum but active 

decision-makers who constantly adjust their methods based on student responses 

and classroom dynamics. As noted by Monib (2025), a speaking strategy's 

effectiveness is determined not only by the method itself but by how it is delivered, 

adapted, and evaluated by the teacher. This study aligns with this view by portraying 

how teacher judgment and flexibility are vital in achieving speaking outcomes. 

On a personal note, the researcher chose this topic out of a strong interest in 

classroom-level pedagogical practices. Having observed and participated in English 

learning environments, the researcher realizes that teachers often hold the key to 

making learning engaging and effective. This research thus stems from both 

academic interest and practical motivation to uncover what makes speaking 

instruction succeed in real EFL classrooms. 

This research explores teachers' perspectives on their strategies to develop 

students' speaking skills in EFL classrooms. By understanding teachers' views, this 

research provided valuable contributions to enrich teaching methods and offer 

practical recommendations for improving speaking instruction in EFL classrooms.  
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B. Research Questions 

1. What strategies do EFL teachers consider effective for improving students' 

English-speaking skills in the classroom? 

2. What challenges do EFL teachers encounter when implementing strategies 

to enhance students' English-speaking skills, and how do they address them? 

C. Research Objectives 

1. To find EFL teachers' strategies to enhance students' English-speaking 

proficiency in the classroom. 

2. To find out the challenges EFL teachers face when implementing these 

strategies and how they address them. 

D. Assumptions of the Research 

1. EFL teachers use various strategies to enhance their students' English-

speaking skills, and these strategies are influenced by their experience and 

the resources available in the classroom. 

2. Teachers encounter challenges such as student reluctance, limited classroom 

time, and a lack of engagement, which hinder the effective implementation 

of speaking strategies. 

3. Teachers who can effectively address these challenges contribute to 

improved English speaking skills among students. 

E. Significance of the Research 

This research contributes significantly to various parties teaching English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL). 

This research is expected to improve students' speaking skills by providing 

insights into more effective teaching strategies. With the right strategies, students 

be more engaged and motivated in learning and gain a more relevant learning 

experience that supports the development of their speaking skills. 

The results of this research offer teachers an understanding of teaching 

strategies that have been proven effective in improving students' speaking skills. In 
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addition, this research helps teachers identify and overcome common challenges, 

such as student anxiety or limited practice time, to design more optimal lessons. 

For other researchers, this research enriches the literature on teaching speaking 

skills in EFL classrooms, provides a basis for further research, and offers new 

insights that can be used to develop better teaching approaches in the future. 

F. Definition of Key Terms 

1. EFL (English as a Foreign Language): Refers to the teaching and learning 

English in a non-English speaking country. 

2. English Speaking Proficiency: The ability to communicate effectively in 

spoken English, including fluency, pronunciation, grammar, and 

vocabulary. 

3. Teaching Strategies: Methods or approaches that teachers use to facilitate 

learning. In the context of this study, teaching strategies refer to those 

specifically aimed at improving speaking skills in the EFL classroom. 

4. Challenges in EFL Teaching: Any difficulties or barriers faced by teachers 

in the process of teaching English, specifically speaking skills, which could 

be related to classroom environment, student attitudes, or resources 

available. 

G. Scope of the Research 

Based on the previous explanation, the scope of this research is focused on the 

following aspects: 

1. Subject: The focus is on the perspectives of EFL (English as a Foreign 

Language) teachers regarding the strategies they employ to enhance 

students' English speaking proficiency. 

2. Object: The research examines specific strategies that teachers use, such as 

task-based learning, group interaction, and communicative activities, to 

improve speaking skills among EFL students. 

3. Aim: The research aims to explore and identify the effective strategies used 

by teachers in EFL classrooms and the challenges they face in implementing 
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these strategies. The goal is to provide insights into how teachers can 

improve speaking proficiency in English. 

This research is limited to the context of EFL classrooms at MA Atthahiriyah 

Madurejo, Sambung Makmur, Banjar, South Kalimantan. The research focuses on 

the perspectives of two experienced teachers. By selecting two teachers, it is 

expected to obtain a variety of views on the strategies used to improve English 

speaking skills in EFL classes. The differences in teaching styles, approaches, and 

strategies used by each teacher can provide richer and deeper insights, so that the 

research results become more comprehensive. In addition, the use of two teachers 

can also enrich the data collected, reducing the potential for bias that might occur 

if only one teacher was interviewed. 
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CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

This chapter presents the conclusions based on the findings and discussion 

outlined in the previous chapters. The purpose of this chapter is to summarize the 

research results regarding the strategies used by teachers to improve students' 

speaking skills in the EFL classroom, as well as the challenges they face in 

implementing these strategies. Additionally, this chapter will provide several 

suggestions that are expected to serve as guidance for further development in 

teaching speaking skills in EFL classrooms. 

A. Conclusion  

This research explored the perspectives of English as a Foreign Language 

(EFL) teachers on strategies for enhancing speaking proficiency in their classrooms. 

The findings provide valuable insights into the teaching methods used to develop 

speaking skills and the challenges teachers face in implementing these strategies. 

Based on the interviews and classroom observations with two experienced teachers 

from MA Atthahiriyah Madurejo Sambung Makmur, the study identified several 

effective strategies that teachers employed to improve their students' speaking skills 

and various challenges they encountered. Based on the findings, several 

conclusions can be drawn: 

1. Effective Strategies for Enhancing Speaking Skills: 

Task-based learning (TBL), role-play, and project-based learning (PBL) are 

the most frequently employed strategies in the classroom. These methods 

encourage students to engage in real-life speaking tasks such as debates, 

presentations, and group discussions. These strategies provide students with 

authentic speaking practice, helping them improve their fluency and 

confidence. 

2. Challenges Faced by Teachers: 

Despite the effectiveness of these strategies, teachers face significant 

challenges in implementing them. Common obstacles include student 
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anxiety, limited classroom time, and a lack of resources. To overcome these 

challenges, teachers create a supportive classroom environment, use 

positive reinforcement, and integrate speaking activities into other lessons 

to ensure ample speaking practice despite time constraints. 

3. Role of the Teacher: 

The teacher plays a critical role in fostering a positive and supportive 

environment for speaking practice. Teachers who adapt their strategies to 

meet classroom challenges and support students’ confidence in speaking 

help students feel more comfortable engaging in conversations. This is 

essential for overcoming psychological barriers such as fear of making 

mistakes. 

B.  Suggestion 

Based on this research's findings and conclusions, several recommendations are 

offered for EFL teachers, students, and future researchers. 

1. EFL Teachers: 

• Create a Supportive Classroom Environment: Teachers should foster 

an atmosphere where students feel comfortable making mistakes. 

This can be achieved by emphasising that errors and valuable 

learning opportunities are a natural part of the learning process. A 

supportive and nonjudgmental environment can help reduce student 

anxiety, which is a significant barrier to speaking in English. 

• Incorporate Speaking Activities into All Lessons: To maximise 

speaking practice, teachers should integrate speaking tasks into 

various aspects of the lesson, even in activities focused on reading, 

writing, or grammar. This approach will ensure that students have 

continuous opportunities to practice speaking throughout the lesson, 

without feeling overwhelmed by the need to dedicate separate time 

exclusively for speaking. 

• Use Technology to Enhance Speaking Practice: Teachers can 

leverage technology to provide additional speaking opportunities 
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outside the classroom. Tools such as language learning apps and 

online speaking platforms can supplement in-class instruction by 

allowing students to practice speaking independently and at their 

own pace and receive immediate feedback. Incorporating these tools 

into lesson plans can help address the challenge of limited class time. 

• Incorporate Interactive Strategies: Teachers should continue using 

interactive strategies such as role-play, discussions, and group work. 

These activities create a dynamic classroom environment where 

students can engage in real-life conversations and gain confidence 

in speaking. Role-play, in particular, is an effective method to 

encourage authentic language use in low-stress situations, which can 

significantly enhance fluency and confidence. 

2. EFL Students: 

• Engage in Speaking Activities Actively: Students should actively 

participate in speaking activities and view mistakes as a natural part 

of the learning process. Students can gradually improve their fluency 

and reduce anxiety by embracing speaking opportunities and 

focusing on communication rather than perfection. 

• Use Technology for Independent Practice: Students can use 

available technology to practice speaking independently outside the 

classroom. Apps and online platforms can provide students instant 

feedback and allow them to practice speaking without needing a 

classroom environment. Regular practice outside the classroom is 

essential for developing speaking proficiency. 

• Take Initiative and Collaborate with Peers: Students should take 

initiative in seeking out speaking opportunities, whether through 

group discussions, peer interactions, or project-based activities. 

Collaborative learning with peers provides a supportive 

environment for practising speaking, helping students improve their 

fluency and confidence. 



 

12 
 

3. Future Research: 

• Examine the Role of Technology in EFL Speaking Instruction: 

Future research could explore how technology can enhance speaking 

skills in EFL classrooms. Studies could focus on how specific 

language learning apps and online platforms support students' 

speaking development and how teachers can integrate these tools 

effectively into their teaching practices. 

• Investigate the Impact of Cultural Factors on Speaking Proficiency: 

Another area for future research could explore how cultural factors 

influence the development of speaking proficiency in EFL 

classrooms. Research could examine whether students from 

different cultural backgrounds face unique challenges when learning 

to speak English and how teachers can address these challenges in 

their teaching. 

• Longitudinal Studies on Speaking Skills Development: Longitudinal 

research could track students' speaking proficiency over time and 

assess how different teaching strategies influence long-term 

speaking development. Such studies could also provide valuable 

insights into the effectiveness of various strategies in different 

educational contexts, particularly in resource-limited settings. 
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